
February 26, 2023 (A)   First Sunday in Lent 
FIRST READING. Genesis 2:15-17; 3:1-7 

The Lord God took the man and put him in the garden of Eden to till it and keep it. And the Lord God commanded the man, ‘You may freely eat of 
every tree of the garden; but of the tree of the knowledge of good and evil you shall not eat, for in the day that you eat of it you shall die.’  
Now the serpent was more crafty than any other wild animal that the Lord God had made. He said to the woman, ‘Did God say, “You shall not eat 
from any tree in the garden”?’ The woman said to the serpent, ‘We may eat of the fruit of the trees in the garden; but God said, “You shall not eat of 
the fruit of the tree that is in the middle of the garden, nor shall you touch it, or you shall die.” ’ But the serpent said to the woman, ‘You will not die; 
for God knows that when you eat of it your eyes will be opened, and you will be like God, knowing good and evil.’ So when the woman saw that the 
tree was good for food, and that it was a delight to the eyes, and that the tree was to be desired to make one wise, she took of its fruit and ate; and 
she also gave some to her husband, who was with her, and he ate. Then the eyes of both were opened, and they knew that they were naked; and 
they sewed fig leaves together and made loincloths for themselves.  

SECOND READING. Romans 5:12-19 
Therefore, just as sin came into the world through one man, and death came through sin, and so death spread to all because all have sinned— sin 
was indeed in the world before the law, but sin is not reckoned when there is no law. Yet death exercised dominion from Adam to Moses, even over 
those whose sins were not like the transgression of Adam, who is a type of the one who was to come.  
 But the free gift is not like the trespass. For if the many died through the one man’s trespass, much more surely have the grace of God and the free 
gift in the grace of the one man, Jesus Christ, abounded for the many. And the free gift is not like the effect of the one man’s sin. For the judgement 
following one trespass brought condemnation, but the free gift following many trespasses brings justification. If, because of the one man’s trespass, 
death exercised dominion through that one, much more surely will those who receive the abundance of grace and the free gift of righteousness 
exercise dominion in life through the one man, Jesus Christ.  
 Therefore just as one man’s trespass led to condemnation for all, so one man’s act of righteousness leads to justification and life for all. For just as 
by the one man’s disobedience the many were made sinners, so by the one man’s obedience the many will be made righteous.  
From the New Revised Standard Version of the Bible Copyright 1989 by the Division of Christian Education of the National Council of Churches of Christ in the U.S.A. 

GOSPEL. Matthew 4:1-11 
4 1-3 Next Jesus was taken into the wild by the Spirit for the Test. The Devil was ready to give it. Jesus prepared for the Test by fasting forty days 
and forty nights. That left him, of course, in a state of extreme hunger, which the Devil took advantage of in the first test: “Since you are God’s Son, 
speak the word that will turn these stones into loaves of bread.” 
4 Jesus answered by quoting Deuteronomy: “It takes more than bread to stay alive. It takes a steady stream of words from God’s mouth.” 
5-6 For the second test the Devil took him to the Holy City. He sat him on top of the Temple and said, “Since you are God’s Son, jump.” The Devil 
goaded him by quoting Psalm 91: “He has placed you in the care of angels. They will catch you so that you won’t so much as stub your toe on a 
stone.” 
7 Jesus countered with another citation from Deuteronomy: “Don’t you dare test the Lord your God.” 
8-9 For the third test, the Devil took him to the peak of a huge mountain. He gestured expansively, pointing out all the earth’s kingdoms, how glorious 
they all were. Then he said, “They’re yours—lock, stock, and barrel. Just go down on your knees and worship me, and they’re yours.” 
10 Jesus’ refusal was curt: “Beat it, Satan!” He backed his rebuke with a third quotation from Deuteronomy: “Worship the Lord your God, and only 
him. Serve him with absolute single-heartedness.” 
11 The Test was over. The Devil left. And in his place, angels! Angels came and took care of Jesus’ needs. 
Scripture taken from THE MESSAGE. Copyright © 1993, 1994, 1995, 1996, 2000, 2001, 2002. Used by permission of NavPress Publishing Group. 

Sunday, February 26, 2023
“In response to God’s love, St. Ma5hew’s is a faith community welcoming 
all to grow in faith, to worship Christ and to reach out to everyone.” 

Welcome!  
We hope our worship will be a blessing to you. Although mask mandates 
are now liEed in most Ontario indoor seGngs, our Bishop encourages “all 
congregaIons to conInue using masks for the Ime being.” For now, we 
strongly recommend wearing a mask. 

Lenten Worship 
On our journey through Lent, we welcome everyone to our Midweek 
Lenten Gatherings via ZOOM. Join us on Wednesday at 6:30 PM as we 
informally explore the BeaItudes.  
Email Pastor Bart for a ZOOM invita:on. 

Se=ng 1 
Throughout the season of Lent some of the liturgy comes from the Evangelical 
Lutheran Worship hymnal, SeGng 1. Lily will briefly pracIce the gospel 
acclamaIon for Lent (page 103) with the congregaIon before the service begins. 

If you missed last week’s sermon, it is available on our website. 
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Confession and Forgiveness  
All may make the sign of the cross, the sign that is marked at bapAsm, as the 
presiding minister begins.  

Blessed be the holy Trinity, + one God, who journeys with us these forty days, 
and sustains us with the giE of grace. Amen.  

Let us acknowledge before God and one another our need for repentance and 
God’s mercy. 

Silence is kept for reflecAon.  

God of all mercy, 
we confess that we have sinned against you, 
opposing your will in our lives. 
We have denied your goodness in each other, 
in ourselves, and in the world you have created. 
We repent of the evil that enslaves us, 
the evil we have done, 
and the evil done on our behalf. 
Forgive, restore, and strengthen us 
through our Saviour Jesus Christ, 
that we may abide in your love 
and serve only your will. Amen. 

Hear the good news: God so loved the world that God gave the only Son, so that 
all may receive life. This promise is for you! God embraces you with divine mercy, 
+ forgives you in Christ’s name, and revives you in the Spirit’s power. Amen.  

Adapted From Sundays & Seasons, © 2022 Augsburg Fortress; and From Enriching Our Worship 1, 
Supplemental Liturgical Materials prepared by The Standing Liturgical Commission 1997. Page 19. 

Psalm 32 – Tune: 347 Go to Dark Gethsemane (Gethsemane) 
The lines of the Psalm printed in bold font are sung in unison to the tune of a 
familiar hymn. The lines in plain font are read by the leader.  

Leader: Happy are those whose transgression is forgiven, whose sin is covered. 
Happy are those to whom the Lord imputes no iniquity, and in whose spirit there 
is no deceit. 

Those whose sins are known, confessed,  
By the Lord are surely blessed. 

When I did not confess my sins, I was worn out from crying all day long. For day 

and night your hand was heavy upon me; my strength was dried up as by the 
heat of summer. 

Those who turn to God in love  
Find forgiveness from above. 

Then I acknowledged my sin to you, and I did not hide my iniquity. I said, "I will 
confess my transgressions to the Lord," and you forgive the guilt of my sin. 

Let the righteous raise their voice,  
In the Lord, their God, rejoice. 

Therefore let all who are faithful offer prayer to you. When a great flood of 
trouble comes rushing in, it will not reach them. You are a hiding place for me; 
you preserve me from trouble; you surround me with shouts of deliverance. 

Those whose sins are known, confessed,  
By the Lord are surely blessed. 

"I will instruct you and teach you the way you should go; I will counsel you with 
my eye upon you. Do not be like a horse or a mule, without understanding, 
whose temper must be curbed with bit and bridle, else it will not stay near you." 

Lo, the voice of God is heard,  
Sounding forth his gracious word. 

Many are the torments of the wicked, but steadfast love surrounds those who 
trust the Lord. 

Let the righteous raise their voice,  
In the Lord, their God, rejoice. 

Sing Psalms! By Arden W. Mead. © Copyright 1999/2005 by Creative Communications for the Parish 

Dates to Remember 
Mar 1 6:30 PM – Midweek Lent via ZOOM each Wednesday in March. 

Email Pastor Bart for a ZOOM invitaIon: bartsterc@gmail.com 
March 12 Daylight savings Ime begins. Turn clocks AHEAD by one hour. 

Evangelical Lutheran Worship 
Prelude and Announcements 

GATHERING 
Confession and Forgiveness  Printed ..............
GreeIng 
Kyrie (SeGng 10) Page 203 .............................
Prayer of the Day 
Gathering Song  320 The Glory of These ........

Forty Days 
WORD 
First Reading   Genesis 2:15-17; 3:1-7 .............
Psalm 32 printed in bulleIn ............................
Second Reading   Romans 5:12-19 ..................
Gospel AcclamaIon for Lent Page 103 ...........
 “Glory to you, O Lord.” 
Gospel   Ma5hew 4:1-11 ................................

“Praise to you, O Christ.” 
Sermon 
Hymn of the Day  325 I Want Jesus ................

to Walk with Me 
Prayers of Intercession 
Prayer Response  “receive our prayer.” ..........
Peace                            (non-contact gestures) 
MEAL 
Offering Prayer 
Great Thanksgiving (spoken) Page 107 ...........
EucharisIc Prayer  
The Lord’s Prayer  Page 112 ............................
Communion 
“Lamb of God…” Page 112 ..............................
Communion Hymns 785, 517 .........................
Prayer aEer Communion  

SENDING 
Blessing 
Sending Song 618 Guide Me Ever, ..................

Great Redeemer 
Dismissal: Go in peace. Serve in love. 
   Thanks be to God. 

mailto:bartsterc@gmail.com

