
February 5, 2023 (A)   Fifth Sunday after Epiphany 
FIRST READING. Isaiah 58:1-9a 

SECOND READING. 1 Corinthians 2:1-12 
When I came to you, brothers and sisters, I did not come proclaiming the mystery of God to you in lofty words or wisdom. For I decided to know 
nothing among you except Jesus Christ, and him crucified. And I came to you in weakness and in fear and in much trembling. My speech and my 
proclamation were not with plausible words of wisdom, but with a demonstration of the Spirit and of power, so that your faith might rest not on 
human wisdom but on the power of God.  
 Yet among the mature we do speak wisdom, though it is not a wisdom of this age or of the rulers of this age, who are doomed to perish. But we 
speak God’s wisdom, secret and hidden, which God decreed before the ages for our glory. None of the rulers of this age understood this; for if they 
had, they would not have crucified the Lord of glory. But, as it is written, 
‘What no eye has seen, nor ear heard, 
   nor the human heart conceived, 
what God has prepared for those who love him’—  
these things God has revealed to us through the Spirit; for the Spirit searches everything, even the depths of God. For what human being knows 
what is truly human except the human spirit that is within? So also no one comprehends what is truly God’s except the Spirit of God. Now we have 
received not the spirit of the world, but the Spirit that is from God, so that we may understand the gifts bestowed on us by God.  

GOSPEL. Matthew 5:13-20 

From the New Revised Standard Version of the Bible Copyright 1989 by the Division of Christian Education of the National Council of Churches of Christ in the U.S.A. 

Sunday, February 5, 2023
“In response to God’s love, St. Matthew’s is a faith community welcoming 
all to grow in faith, to worship Christ and to reach out to everyone.” 
Welcome!  
We hope our worship will be a blessing to you. Although mask mandates 
are now li8ed in most Ontario indoor se:ngs, our Bishop encourages “all 
congrega?ons to con?nue using masks for the ?me being.” For now, we 
strongly recommend wearing a mask. 

If you missed last week’s sermon, it is available on our website. 
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Shout out, do not hold back! 
   Lift up your voice like a trumpet! 
Announce to my people their rebellion, 
   to the house of Jacob their sins.  
Yet day after day they seek me 
   and delight to know my ways, 
as if they were a nation that practised righteousness 
   and did not forsake the ordinance of their God; 
they ask of me righteous judgements, 
   they delight to draw near to God.  
‘Why do we fast, but you do not see? 
   Why humble ourselves, but you do not notice?’ 
Look, you serve your own interest on your fast-day, 
   and oppress all your workers.  
Look, you fast only to quarrel and to fight 
   and to strike with a wicked fist. 
Such fasting as you do today 
   will not make your voice heard on high.  
Is such the fast that I choose, 
   a day to humble oneself?

Is it to bow down the head like a bulrush, 
   and to lie in sackcloth and ashes? 
Will you call this a fast, 
   a day acceptable to the Lord? 
Is not this the fast that I choose: 
   to loose the bonds of injustice, 
   to undo the thongs of the yoke, 
to let the oppressed go free, 
   and to break every yoke?  
Is it not to share your bread with the hungry, 
   and bring the homeless poor into your house; 
when you see the naked, to cover them, 
   and not to hide yourself from your own kin?  
Then your light shall break forth like the dawn, 
   and your healing shall spring up quickly; 
your vindicator shall go before you, 
   the glory of the Lord shall be your rearguard.  
Then you shall call, and the Lord will answer; 
   you shall cry for help, and he will say, Here I am. 

mailto:stmatts@cogeco.net


Psalm 112 - Tune: 302 As with Gladness Men of Old (Dix) 
The lines of the Psalm printed in bold font are sung in unison to the tune of a 
familiar hymn. The lines in plain font are read by the leader.  

Blest are they who fear the Lord, 
Who delight to keep his Word. 

Leader: Their descendants will be mighty in the land; the genera?on of the 
upright will be blessed. Wealth and riches are in their homes, and their 
righteousness endures forever. 

Blest the righteous in God's sight; 
To their darkness God gives light. 

It is well with those who are generous in their lending, who run their business 
honestly. 

No dread foe can cause them fear, 
Those who trust in God most dear. 

The righteous will never be moved; they will be remembered forever. 

Blest are they who fear the Lord, 
Who delight to keep his Word. 

They give generously to the needy. Their righteousness endures forever. They are 
exalted and honored. 

Blest the righteous in God's sight; 
To their darkness God gives light. 

The wicked see this and are upset. They glare in anger and disappear; their 
hopes are gone forever. 

No dread foe can cause them fear, 
Those who trust in God most dear. 

Sing Psalms! By Arden W. Mead. © Copyright 1999/2005 by Creative Communications for the Parish 

Dates to Remember 
Today Annual Mee?ng a8er the service, lunch provided 
Feb 11 5:30 PM – Roast Beef Dinner  
Feb 12 Installa?on of Church Council and Officers 
Feb 22 2:00 PM – Ash Wednesday service at First Lutheran 
 7:00 PM – Ash Wednesday service at St. MaQhew’s 
Mar 1 6:30 PM – Midweek Lent via ZOOM each Wednesday in March. 

Email Pastor Bart for an invita?on: bartsterc@gmail.com 

ANNUAL MEETING – St. MaQhew’s Annual Mee?ng is today a8er the service. 
We invite all members to join us as we collec?vely make decisions about the 
opera?ons of St. MaQhew’s. We welcome input from all members. Lunch will be 
provided. 

St. Matthew’s Roast Beef Dinner 
Saturday, February 11 
5:30 PM 
Tickets 
Adults - $20 
Youth (6-12) - $12 
Kids (under 6) - FREE 
Purchase ?ckets from Marilyn Schultz or Dianne Yungblut by February 6. 

Evangelical Lutheran Worship 
Holy Communion SeRng 2 – Page 119 
Prelude and Announcements 

GATHERING 
Thanksgiving for Bap?sm  Page 119 ...............
Gathering Song  446 I’m Going on a Journey ..
Prayer of the Day 

WORD 
First Reading  Isaiah 58:1-9a ...........................
Psalm 112:1-9 printed in bulle?n ....................
Second Reading  1 Corinthians 2:1-12 ............
Gospel Acclama?on Page 124 .........................
 “Glory to you, O Lord.” 
Gospel  MaQhew 5:13-20 ...............................

“Praise to you, O Christ.” 
Sermon 
Hymn of the Day  677 This LiQle Light  ...........

of Mine 
Apostles’ Creed  Page 127 ..............................
Prayers of Intercession 
Prayer Response  “receive our prayer.” ..........
Peace                            (non-contact gestures) 
MEAL 
Offering Prayer 
Great Thanksgiving Page 129 ..........................
Holy, Holy, Holy  Page 130 ...............................
Eucharis?c Prayer  
The Lord’s Prayer  Page 134 ............................
Communion 
“Lamb of God…” Page 135 ..............................
Communion Hymns 712, 401 .........................
Prayer a8er Communion  

SENDING 
Blessing 
Sending Song 507 O God of Light ...................

Dismissal: Go in peace.  
Follow in the way of Jesus. 
   Thanks be to God.
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