
Third Sunday of Advent December 11, 2022

Isaiah 35.1-10
The wilderness and the dry land shall be glad, the desert shall rejoice and blossom; like 
the crocus 2it shall blossom abundantly, and rejoice with joy and singing. The glory of 
Lebanon shall be given to it, the majesty of Carmel and Sharon. They shall see the 
glory of the Lord, the majesty of our God. 3Strengthen the weak hands, and make firm 
the feeble knees. 4Say to those who are of a fearful heart, “Be strong, do not fear! Here 
is your God. He will come with vengeance, with terrible recompense. He will come and 
save you.”

5Then the eyes of the blind shall be opened, and the ears of the deaf unstopped; 6then 
the lame shall leap like a deer, and the tongue of the speechless sing for joy. For waters 
shall break forth in the wilderness, and streams in the desert; 7the burning sand shall 
become a pool, and the thirsty ground springs of water; the haunt of jackals shall 
become a swamp, the grass shall become reeds and rushes. 8A highway shall be there, 
and it shall be called the Holy Way; the unclean shall not travel on it, but it shall be for 
God’s people; no traveler, not even fools, shall go astray. 9No lion shall be there, nor 
shall any ravenous beast come up on it; they shall not be found there, but the redeemed 
shall walk there. 10And the ransomed of the Lord shall return, and come to Zion with 
singing; everlasting joy shall be upon their heads; they shall obtain joy and gladness, 
and sorrow and sighing shall flee away.

Sermon:

It’s miraculous to me when someone learns to read…dots, squiggles and lines become 
words, phrases, and sentences. Soon, those squiggles and dots transport us to 
Camelot, Twenty Thousand Leagues Under the Sea and to galaxies far away.  For my 
friends with dyslexia, the patterns make no sense.  Thanks to advances in learning, 
many find ways to decode the strokes and dots so they too can step through portals of 
learning and imagination.  It turns out there are many ways we can learn to see. 

Advent’s yearning is also its prodding. Look! What do we see? What sense to we make 
of what we see in front of us? What is God up to right now?

Even in a troubled world, the prophet Isaiah asks, us “What do you see?” When John 
the Baptizer languishes in prison, his bold declarations morph into existential questions. 
Is Jesus “the one” or should he expect someone or something else?  Jesus sends word 
to John and it’s odd to me he doesn’t say “Yep, that’s me all right” or “No wait for 
someone else.” Instead 
Jesus instructs his followers to tell John what they see and hear. 
 
From Matthew 12:5-6: 
 5 - the blind receive their sight, the lame walk, the lepers are cleansed, the deaf hear, 



the dead are raised, and the poor have good news brought to them. 6 - And blessed is 
anyone who takes no offense at me.”

What does Jesus’ activity in the world mean for John? What does it mean for Jesus 
followers? What they see and hear strongly resemble the visions and dreams of the 
prophet Isaiah some 800 years before. Yet, when we all see the same thing, we don’t 
interpret it the same way.

There are countless ways rabbis and people of faith make sense of Isaiah’s words. 
Some believed Isaiah was predicting that David’s descendants would  come back to 
rule. Others looked to Persia, thinking perhaps King Cyrus would be God’s instrument 
for deliverance. Other hearers of Isaiah’s words envisioned an end to exile and the 
restoration of Jerusalem. Still others dreamed of repair of the natural world. And some 
looked forward to a time when the poor and the weak would be granted justice and 
bullies would be thwarted. At various times, any one or even a combination of these 
interpretations was apt and sustained people of faith.

In the coming year as we experience Matthew’s Gospel in our worship services, Our 
gaze will be redirected time and again to Jesus’ vision for the world and God’s realm on 
earth. 

We will return many times to Jesus Sermon where he announces God’s special concern 
for the poor, those who mourn, wagers of peace, and others who are brushed aside or 
even persecuted.

Advent is a fitting time to consider how we respond to Jesus’ Good News. We can 
realize our own riches- having enough to eat,  shelter, access to medicine, and clean 
drinking water. 

Advent can be a season when we can call out injustice when we see it- As Dr. Martin 
Luther King reminds us, when anyone suffers injustice, we all suffer—

Advent is a time for the church to examine our yearnings too. Listening to a podcast 
from the Working Preacher challenges what we see when we look at today’s church. 

Do we see failure or futility when we look at a church where fewer of us attend, where 
money’s tight, volunteers are scarce, and our influence in the community is hard to 
detect? 

Are we envious when we see churches with packed houses, energizing religious 
experiences week in and week out, and robust financial support? Do we expect or even 
demand that temporal leaders enact laws favourable to our values and agenda?

What if God intends us to we see our faith community through lenses other than 
shimmery successes of attendance, finances, and slick programs?



What if…the church has more in common with John the Baptizer or the prophets or 
even the first hearers of Matthew’s Gospel—people living on the margins and not at the 
centres of power?

What if the church is meant to be a living laboratory of Jesus’ beatitudes?

What if church is a community called to witness God’s presence among those whom the 
world ignores…what if we’re called to be present there too?

Advent is a season to recognize how God shows up. We can train ourselves in 
perception by drawing on some wisdom from preacher and teacher Joy J Moore. She 
tells us to compare God’s presence here and now to the ways God has shown up 
before. Then we apply what we see to how God will show up in the future. 

May God grant us glimpses of God’s restoring and healing activity in the world. Amen. 


