
December 4, 2022 (A)   Advent 2  
FIRST READING. Isaiah 11:1-10 

GOSPEL. Matthew 3:1-12 
In those days John the Baptist appeared in the wilderness of Judea, proclaiming, ‘Repent, for the kingdom of heaven has come near.’ This is the 
one of whom the prophet Isaiah spoke when he said, 
‘The voice of one crying out in the wilderness: 
“Prepare the way of the Lord, 
   make his paths straight.” ’ 
Now John wore clothing of camel’s hair with a leather belt around his waist, and his food was locusts and wild honey. Then the people of Jerusalem 
and all Judea were going out to him, and all the region along the Jordan, and they were baptized by him in the river Jordan, confessing their sins. 
But when he saw many Pharisees and Sadducees coming for baptism, he said to them, ‘You brood of vipers! Who warned you to flee from the 
wrath to come? Bear fruit worthy of repentance. Do not presume to say to yourselves, “We have Abraham as our ancestor”; for I tell you, God is 
able from these stones to raise up children to Abraham. Even now the axe is lying at the root of the trees; every tree therefore that does not bear 
good fruit is cut down and thrown into the fire. 
‘I baptize you with water for repentance, but one who is more powerful than I is coming after me; I am not worthy to carry his sandals. He will 
baptize you with the Holy Spirit and fire. His winnowing-fork is in his hand, and he will clear his threshing-floor and will gather his wheat into the 
granary; but the chaff he will burn with unquenchable fire.’ 

From the New Revised Standard Version of the Bible Copyright 1989 by the Division of Christian Education of the National Council of Churches of Christ in the U.S.A. 

Sunday, December 4, 2022
“In response to God’s love, St. Ma5hew’s is a faith community welcoming 
all to grow in faith, to worship Christ and to reach out to everyone.” 

Welcome!  
We hope our worship will be a blessing to you. Although mask mandates 
are now liEed in most Ontario indoor seGngs, our Bishop encourages “all 
congregaIons to conInue using masks for the Ime being.” For now, we 
strongly recommend wearing a mask. Now that flu season is here, we 
kindly ask anyone with cold or flu-like symptoms to stay home to 
recuperate. 

Advent 
As we enter Advent, the Season of Hope, you will noIce that greenery is 
placed on the altar to the Glory of God, in preparaIon for the coming 
Christmas fulfillment. Our worship order is brief and simple as we “make 
room” for the Christ-child. 

If you missed last week’s sermon, it is available on our website. 
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A shoot shall come out from the stock of Jesse, 
   and a branch shall grow out of his roots.  
The spirit of the Lord shall rest on him, 
   the spirit of wisdom and understanding, 
   the spirit of counsel and might, 
   the spirit of knowledge and the fear of the Lord.  
His delight shall be in the fear of the Lord.  
He shall not judge by what his eyes see, 
   or decide by what his ears hear;  
but with righteousness he shall judge the poor, 
   and decide with equity for the meek of the earth; 
he shall strike the earth with the rod of his mouth, 
   and with the breath of his lips he shall kill the wicked.  
Righteousness shall be the belt around his waist, 
   and faithfulness the belt around his loins. 

The wolf shall live with the lamb, 
   the leopard shall lie down with the kid, 
the calf and the lion and the fatling together, 
   and a little child shall lead them.  
The cow and the bear shall graze, 
   their young shall lie down together; 
   and the lion shall eat straw like the ox.  
The nursing child shall play over the hole of the asp, 
   and the weaned child shall put its hand on the adder’s den.  
They will not hurt or destroy 
   on all my holy mountain; 
for the earth will be full of the knowledge of the Lord 
   as the waters cover the sea.  
 On that day the root of Jesse shall stand as a signal to the peoples; 
the nations shall inquire of him, and his dwelling shall be glorious. 

mailto:stmatts@cogeco.net


LighDng the Advent Wreath 
Praise to you, O God, who gives us courage to start again. You fasten 
righteousness around your waist and bapIze with the Holy Spirit's fire. Bless us 
as we mirror your mighty fire in these simple flames, and teach us to mirror your 
jusIce in the paths we prepare. We ask that peace abound, unIl none hurt or 
destroy over all the earth. Amen.   

(From Sundays & Seasons, © 2022 Augsburg Fortress.) 
       
Light two candles.  

Sing Hymn 240, verse 2 

Psalm 72:1-7, 18-19  Tune: 490 Let All Mortal Flesh Keep Silence  
The lines of the Psalm printed in bold font are sung in unison to the tune of a 
familiar hymn. The lines in plain font are read by the leader.  
Lo, he comes with clouds descending,   │    Once for ev'ry sinner slain. 
Reader: Give the king your jusIce, O God, and your righteousness to the king's 
son; that he may rule your people righteously and the poor with jusIce; that the 
mountains may bring prosperity to the people, and the li5le hills bring 
righteousness. 

Thousand thousand saints a>ending   │   Swell the triumph of his train. 
He shall defend the needy among the people; he shall rescue the poor and crush 
the oppressor. 

Alleluia! Alleluia!   │   Christ the Lord returns to reign. 
He shall rule from sea to sea, and from the river to the ends of the earth. His 
foes shall bow down before him, and his enemies lick the dust. 

Yea, amen, let all adore thee,   │  High on thine eternal throne. 
All kings shall bow down before him, and all the naIons do his service. For he 
shall rescue the poor who call to him, and those who are needy and neglected. 
He shall redeem their lives from oppression and violence; their lives shall be 
precious in his sight. 

Savior, take the pow'r and glory,    │    Claim the kingdom for thine own. 

Blessed be the Lord God, the God of Israel, who alone does wondrous things! 
And blessed be his glorious name forever, and may all the earth be filled with his 
glory. 

Alleluia! Alleluia!    │  Thou shalt reign, and thou alone! 

Dates to Remember 
Today Worship and Music meeDng aVer the service 
Dec 7 12:00 noon – Lutheran Women Christmas Lunch at MT Bellies 
Dec 15 6:00 p.m. – Christmas Dinner at the Rex Hotel; 
Dec 24 5:00 p.m. – Christmas Eve Hymn Mass service at St. Ma>hew’s 
Dec 25 11:00 a.m. – Christmas Day worship with Lessons and Carols 
 

2023 Offering Envelopes – In an effort to reduce our waste we did not order 
new envelopes for 2023. Please use unused envelopes from previous years if 
you have them. We also have many older sets available. Please ask Jennifer if 
you would like a full box. Thank you for your financial support! 

All types of food donaDons are welcome at Open Arms Mission.  
OAM DonaDon focus for December: KraV Dinner 

A funeral service for Lois Carter will be held at Cudney Funeral Home on 
Saturday, December 10, 2022 at 1:00 p.m. May God’s love surround the Carter 
family as they mourn the loss of a loved one.  

 
Words truly escape me, and I don't quite know 
how to say thank you. 

I truly did not expect so much as a card. We 
have been so "away" from our Church and our Church family. The fact that our 
Church family sIll conInues to care for us is beyond humbling. 

This is a very difficult Ime of year for us and your kindness and generosity will go 
a long way to help with groceries and the winter bills that close in around us! 

Thank you all for your generosity and your prayers. Merry Christmas to our 
enIre Church family. God bless you all! 

Sheila and Rick Kiess 

                                                                                    
Evangelical Lutheran Worship 
Prelude and Announcements 

GATHERING 
Kyrie (from Service of the Word)  Page 213 ....
LighIng of the Advent Wreath prayer 
Advent Candle Hymn  240, v2 .........................
Gathering Song  255 There’s a Voice ..............

in the Wilderness 
WORD 
First Reading  Isaiah 11:1-10 ...........................
Psalm 72:1-7, 18-19 Printed in bulleIn ..........
Gospel AcclamaIon  Page 216 ........................
 “Glory to you, O Lord.” 
Gospel   Ma5hew 3:1-12 ................................

“Praise to you, O Christ.” 
Sermon 
Hymn of the Day  264 Prepare the  ................

Royal Highway 
Prayers of Intercession 
Prayer Response  “hear our prayer.” ..............
Peace                            (non-contact gestures) 

THANKSGIVING 
Offering Prayer 
Thanksgiving for the Word Page 220 ..............
The Lord’s Prayer   Page 221 ...........................

SENDING 
Blessing 
Sending Song  239 Hark, the Glad Sound! ......

Dismissal: Go in peace. Christ is near. 
   Thanks be to God.

EVERYONE IS INVITED to join our Church Council for their Christmas 
celebraDon! 

When: Thursday Dec. 15 - 5:00 pm   Where:  Rex Hotel, Napoli Room 

All meals are $20.00, and include garden salad and rolls. Entree opIons 
are veal parmesan, chicken parmesan or eggplant parmesan. 
Coffee, Tax & gratuity added extra. 

We look forward to many of you joining us for this fesIve evening! 

For reservaDons contact Jenn Rusk by December 7: 
Call/text 289-407-3699 or email jennifer_rusk@hotmail.com 
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