
Fourteenth Sunday after Pentecost Sep 11- 
Baptism of Aurora Skjold-Petterson 

Luke 15.1-10 
Now all the tax collectors and sinners were coming near to listen to him. 
2And the Pharisees and the scribes were grumbling and saying, “This fellow 
welcomes sinners and eats with them.” 3So he told them this parable: 
4“Which one of you, having a hundred sheep and losing one of them, does 
not leave the ninety-nine in the wilderness and go after the one that is lost 
until he finds it? 5When he has found it, he lays it on his shoulders and re-
joices. 6And when he comes home, he calls together his friends and neigh-
bours, saying to them, ‘Rejoice with me, for I have found my sheep that was 
lost.’ 7Just so, I tell you, there will be more joy in heaven over one sinner 
who repents than over ninety-nine righteous persons who need no repen-
tance. 8“Or what woman having ten silver coins, if she loses one of them, 
does not light a lamp, sweep the house, and search carefully until she finds 
it? 9When she has found it, she calls together her friends and neighbours, 
saying, ‘Rejoice with me, for I have found the coin that I had lost.’ 10Just 
so, I tell you, there is joy in the presence of the angels of God over one sin-
ner who repents.” 

SERMON 

Twylla was an active part of the congregation where I did my internship 
and became a treasured friend.  Twylla was a single mom with six kids. As 
they got older and would be leaving the house for school, a ballgame, or a 
date, Twylla would say, “Don’t get lost”.  She told me that was her way of 
reminding her kids they were loved, they belonged and they could draw on 
a solid upbringing to help them make wise choices.  



It meant the world to me that at the end of my intern year, her blessing to 
me was “Don’t get lost”.  The fact her grand babies are now grown and may 
even have children of their own illustrates how long wisdom and love can 
hang on to a person. 

Truth:  We all get lost from time to time. We might fall in with people who 
drag us down. The religious leaders who grumble about Jesus hanging out 
with sketchy people aren’t all wrong. Long held tradition and some practi-
cal experience tell us that the company we keep can shape our lives. 

Some of these lost ones might have just not fit the mold of respectable soci-
ety. Others were known collaborators with an empire that’s conquered their 
people and forced them into giving their sweat equity and possessions into 
service of the emperor. Jesus also ate with religious elites and pious folk…
interesting that those are the dinners where Jesus feels the need to speak 
up.  

Get a load of these stories Jesus tells—they all reflect joy and celebration 
that God finds people who’ve lost their way. If you’ve ever lost track of a 
child in the mall, a department store, or a county fair, you know the panic…
minds race through dozens of worst case scenarios…you barely recognize 
your own voice—so choked with fear and anxiety as you call for your child. 

…It’s almost cliche what we say once we find a lost child—“don’t you go 
wandering off like that again!”  The relief floods in and we’re so happy to 
have found our dear one. 

So when a sheep gets lost, the shepherd risks her neck to find it. I find my-
self hoping the 99 are safely tucked away…even if they might grumble about 
lammie pajammies wandering off again for the umpteenth time. I hope they 
celebrate right along with the shepherd’s friends and neighbours. 



The pattern in Jesus’ stories  gives us a glimpse into how God relates to us—
-The rabbi Abram Joshua Heschel likes to say God is passionate and crazy 
in love with all God has made.  God grieves when someone made in the very 
image of God loses his way. God risks personal safety and respectability to 
get them back. God whoops for joy at every time whom God finds someone 
who got lost.  

When the world needs liberating, God comes looking. All those people 
mentioned in the Bible are people God seeks out-Eve and Adam, Noah, 
Sarah and Abram, Jacob, —Mary, mother of Jesus! 

God comes looking for us too. Think about the whole of Jesus’ life and the 
risks he takes all along; including crossing the line on many an occasion—
and crossing the empire. Jesus’ resurrection shows us that God’s love is re-
lentless. 

Today we rejoice with Aurora’s family as she is baptized into the life of 
Christ. In talking with Larissa, it’s clear her daughter Aurora has a village 
who will love and protect her. We are grateful for the honour of being part 
of that village on this day of baptism. We are honoured that you all found 
St. Matthew’s. In that finding, it is a delight to say to you…in our baptism a 
loving God finds us.  

Today, even in a world streaked with strife and suffering,  we remember 
that God loves extravagantly—God keeps seeking us out. God shows up 
armed with love and forgiveness…and all of heaven rejoices when the hurt 
are healed, the estranged are reconciled, and the lost—all of us—are found. 


