
Sermon for Easter Sunday April 17, 2022 

Luke 24:1-12 

24But on the first day of the week, at early dawn, they came to the tomb, 
taking the spices that they had prepared. 2They found the stone rolled away 
from the tomb, 3but when they went in, they did not find the body. 4While 
they were perplexed about this, suddenly two men in dazzling clothes stood 
beside them. 5The women were terrified and bowed their faces to the 
ground, but the men said to them, “Why do you look for the living among 
the dead? He is not here, but has risen. 6Remember how he told you, while 
he was still in Galilee, 7that the Son of Man must be handed over to sinners, 
and be crucified, and on the third day rise again.” 8Then they remembered 
his words, 9and returning from the tomb, they told all this to the eleven and 
to all the rest. 10Now it was Mary Magdalene, Joanna, Mary the mother of 
James, and the other women with them who told this to the apostles. 11But 
these words seemed to them an idle tale, and they did not believe them. 
12But Peter got up and ran to the tomb; stooping and looking in, he saw the 
linen cloths by themselves; then he went home, amazed at what had 
happened 

What stones need be rolled away before we believe Mary of Magdala, Joanna, Mary the 
mother James and the other unnamed women who went to the tomb?  What Holy 
message will slice through our cynicism and leave us amazed?  

We calibrate our brains to disregard ‘fake news’. We fact check. We sift out conspiracy 
theories from reliable analysis. What do we do with the bold, excited proclamation that 
Mary, Joanna, and Mary receive from heavenly messengers?  

The tomb is empty because God brought Jesus back to life. Really now? 

  We dismiss it as an idle tale—a colleague of mine dug into the translation of the phrase 
and it turns out “idle tale” is a gentle rendering—of a much more dismissive idiom 
describing a pile of….er….ummm….horsefeathers.  

Nevertheless, ‘she’, Mary…and her companions persist in proclaiming. Jesus lives and is 
not found among the dead. Joanna and Mary’s proclamation is not forensic, designed to 
convince. They proclaim that God remains God…trustworthy and impossible to nail 
down. 

Preaching professor Lucy Lind Hogan writes that God continually does the impossible- 



God speaks into chaos calling forth light, water, and life. God liberates enslaved people 
and later brings them home from exile. The Word becomes flesh. Water becomes wine. 
Lunch left overs become a feast for thousands….and Jesus, tortured to death rises again 
and is no longer confined even by time or physical space.  

Mary and Joanna are the first of a long line of witnesses who have seen the Lord.  They 
proclaim that God has done a whole new thing in the relationship God has with all 
humanity and with creation itself.  

This Easter we give thanks for a mighty cloud of witnesses whose lives are intertwined 
with the Good News that Jesus has risen, just as he said he would… 

Some witnesses have been trailblazers inspiring us to trust God to continue 
doing the impossible-  St. Brigid, St. Theresa, Hildegard of Bingen 

Some witnesses kept proclaiming Jesus has risen even when some would 
try to silence them, discredit them or mansplain away their truth: 
Jarena Lee, first preacher in the AME Church 1819, 
Sojourner Truth 
Elizabeth Platz 1971, and  Barbara Andrews first women ordained in the Lutheran 
Church in the US 
Earlean  Miller ELCA 1st woman of colour ordained in 1979 
April Larson  First Synod Bishop in the ELCA 
Elaine Sauer  
Cindy Halmarson 

Some witnesses are preachers are—to me at least— “Rock Star” preachers 
who captivate our imaginations and  point us toward God who cannot be 
limited by our narrow views and imagination. 
Barbara Lundblad 
Anna Carter Florence 
Karoline Lewis 
Nadia Bolz Weber 
Barbara Brown Taylor 
Anna Madsen OMG 

“Today’s Working Preachers” proclaim that Jesus lives and God continues 
to do a new thing among us (Rev. Courtenay)Courtenay Reedman Parker-podcast 
Millennial Pastor 
BIshop Susan Johnson-Bishop Linda Nichols, primate of the Anglican Church 
Christie Morrow-Wolfe Eastern Synod 
Martha Lockwood Central United Welland 
Carla Blakely CLWR now shared min in SK 
Julie Schneider Thomas Daily devotions fb live 



Many  witnesses to the resurrection preach by how they live—As St Francis 
famously advises, “Preach the Good News always. If necessary use words.” 
.  People who have nurtured us—parents, teachers, caring adults. Dr. Martin Brokeleg 
notes less at risk behaviour when there are caring adults in a kid’s life—that’s witness!  
“Babas” in Russia when religion was outlawed 

YOU are witnesses! Jesus says to his followers at the end of Luke’s Gospel and the 
scene is replayed in the sequel, the book of Acts…We inherit the legacy and mission of 
Jesus’ first followers. YOU are my witnesses. Yes! You! You all show up. You take care of 
each other You feed the hungry and love the neighbour—You keep persisting, praying, 
and ploughing on through uncertainty and the horrors of war and pandemic.  

There is a line from the book of Hebrews….a long sermon really. It goes, “since we are 
surrounded by such a great cloud of witnesses, let us continue to run the race” 
The race we run has evidently gone off the track, somebody moved the finish line to an 
undisclosed location, somebody threw out the rule book and we’re now just running… 

Nevertheless: As we run every foot fall, every breath, every heartbeat testifies that God is 
with us. Love lives on.  Jesus lives. God fulfills ancient promises to gather up all things 
and to mend all that that is broken. 


