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19When it was evening on that day, the first day of the week, and 
the doors of the house where the disciples had met were locked 
for fear of the Jews, Jesus came and stood among them and said, 
“Peace be with you.” 20After he said this, he showed them his 
hands and his side. Then the disciples rejoiced when they saw 
the Lord. 21Jesus said to them again, “Peace be with you. As the 
Father has sent me, so I send you.” 22When he had said this, he 
breathed on them and said to them, “Receive the Holy Spirit. 
23If you forgive the sins of any, they are forgiven them; if you 
retain the sins of any, they are retained.” 24But Thomas (who 
was called the Twin), one of the twelve, was not with them when 
Jesus came. 25So the other disciples told him, “We have seen the 
Lord.” But he said to them, “Unless I see the mark of the nails in 
his hands, and put my finger in the mark of the nails and my 
hand in his side, I will not believe.” 

26A week later his disciples were again in the house, and 
Thomas was with them. Although the doors were shut, Jesus 
came and stood among them and said, “Peace be with you.” 
27Then he said to Thomas, “Put your finger here and see my 
hands. Reach out your hand and put it in my side. Do not doubt 
but believe.” 28Thomas answered him, “My Lord and my God!” 
29Jesus said to him, “Have you believed because you have seen 
me? Blessed are those who have not seen and yet have come to 
believe.” 30Now Jesus did many other signs in the presence of 
his disciples, which are not written in this book. 31But these are 
written so that you may come to believe that Jesus is the 
Messiah, the Son of God, and that through believing you may 
have life in his name. 



It was never about evidence. It is about eternal life. 

It was never about proof. It is about God’s abiding presence.  

The Risen Christ follows God’s consistent pattern of seeking us out, 
meeting us where we are and offering us God’s very self. 

Remember Jesus looking for followers? They ask him what he’s about…
what’s his platform, what’s his agenda. Jesus invites them to come see 
where and how he lives. Today we’d say that Jesus tells would be followers 
“We should hang out”.  

Jesus looks for an ostracized woman at the well at Sychhar. He looks for a 
person expelled by the synagogue. Jesus seeks people on the outside 
looking in; like Thomas. 

Jesus listens to doubts, uncertainty and fear. He might debate the religious 
experts and opponents but he doesn’t debate people who need him. He 
offers himself as living water, as light for the world, and a word made flesh. 

Commentators like Karoline Lewis remind us that Jesus offers his very self 
and substance to people after he’s fed them with bread and fish. Now Jesus 
offers himself to Thomas. You need to see and touch? Here. See and touch. 

Joy J Moore invites us to pause at this moment and listen to Jesus’ 
invitation and to what happens next. Jesus doesn’t offer himself so he can 
say, “told ya so”.  Jesus does nothing by force or coersion. He offers himself 
because Thomas needs meaning and connection.  Thomas asks for what he 
needs just as a woman asks for living water and others ask for bread. And 
Thomas experiences the risen Christ for himself…as his Lord and his God.  

The risen Christ, defeats death, and dodges locked doors to stand among us 
offering the very presence of God. This appearance is part of God’s larger 
pattern—Jesus comes looking just as God comes looking. On offer is a 



relationship with God who sees, knows and loves…God who liberates and 
heals what’s broken. 

Remember: God coming to a garden seeking a relationship with Adam and 
Eve? To a field turned crime scene to confront Cain? To a violent brutal 
society to enlist Noah for new beginnings? Remember God approaching 
Moses in the desert to call him to liberate oppressed and enslaved people? 

Remember God’s messenger visiting a young girl to tell her that she would 
give birth to Jesus; God’s Word become flesh? The Word become Flesh 
devoted his earthly life to giving himself away for others. Now the risen 
Christ continues to offer himself and the eternal life that he brings.  

Eternal life in John’s Gospel means two things: One life beyond now and 
two, God’s abiding presence. Professor Karoline Lewis invites her podcast 
listeners to reflect on the locked doors in their lives… 

Individuals and churches alike live much of our lives behind locked doors. 
There is plenty of justification to protect ourselves. After 9-11, sociologists 
coined the phrase cocooning to describe the tendency of people in the 
States to stay home where it was safe. We know how cocooning feels with 
many waves of the pandemic and there are times we need to break the 
contagion of disease. There are also times when we live in guarded ways—
not sure how to adapt to all the changes happening around us.  

We might feel stuck, yet here we are seeking meaning and connection. And 
here the risen Christ finds us: in scripture read and proclaimed…in bread 
broken and wine shared. Christ’s search for us extends far beyond the walls 
of our worship space. The risen Christ finds us where ever we are, bringing 
with him— life. Abundant life. Amen. 


