
March 13, 2022 (C)   Second Sunday in Lent 
FIRST READING. Genesis 15:1-12, 17-18 

After these things the word of the Lord came to Abram in a vision, ‘Do not be afraid, Abram, I am your shield; your reward shall be very 
great.’ But Abram said, ‘O Lord God, what will you give me, for I continue childless, and the heir of my house is Eliezer of Damascus?’ 
And Abram said, ‘You have given me no offspring, and so a slave born in my house is to be my heir.’ But the word of the Lord came to 
him, ‘This man shall not be your heir; no one but your very own issue shall be your heir.’ He brought him outside and said, ‘Look 
towards heaven and count the stars, if you are able to count them.’ Then he said to him, ‘So shall your descendants be.’ And he 
believed the Lord; and the Lord reckoned it to him as righteousness.  
 Then he said to him, ‘I am the Lord who brought you from Ur of the Chaldeans, to give you this land to possess.’ But he said, ‘O Lord 
God, how am I to know that I shall possess it?’ He said to him, ‘Bring me a heifer three years old, a female goat three years old, a ram 
three years old, a turtle-dove, and a young pigeon.’ He brought him all these and cut them in two, laying each half over against the 
other; but he did not cut the birds in two. And when birds of prey came down on the carcasses, Abram drove them away.  
 As the sun was going down, a deep sleep fell upon Abram, and a deep and terrifying darkness descended upon him.  
 When the sun had gone down and it was dark, a smoking fire-pot and a flaming torch passed between these pieces. On that day the 
Lord made a covenant with Abram, saying, ‘To your descendants I give this land, from the river of Egypt to the great river, the river 
Euphrates. 

SECOND READING. Philippians 3:17-4:1 
‘Brothers and sisters, join in imitating me, and observe those who live according to the example you have in us. For many live as 
enemies of the cross of Christ; I have often told you of them, and now I tell you even with tears. Their end is destruction; their god is the 
belly; and their glory is in their shame; their minds are set on earthly things. But our citizenship is in heaven, and it is from there that we 
are expecting a Saviour, the Lord Jesus Christ. He will transform the body of our humiliation so that it may be conformed to the body of 
his glory, by the power that also enables him to make all things subject to himself. Therefore, my brothers and sisters, whom I love and 
long for, my joy and crown, stand firm in the Lord in this way, my beloved.  

GOSPEL. Luke 13:31-35 
At that very hour some Pharisees came and said to him, ‘Get away from here, for Herod wants to kill you.’ He said to them, ‘Go and tell 
that fox for me, “Listen, I am casting out demons and performing cures today and tomorrow, and on the third day I finish my work. Yet 
today, tomorrow, and the next day I must be on my way, because it is impossible for a prophet to be killed away from Jerusalem.” 
Jerusalem, Jerusalem, the city that kills the prophets and stones those who are sent to it! How often have I desired to gather your 
children together as a hen gathers her brood under her wings, and you were not willing! See, your house is left to you. And I tell you, 
you will not see me until the time comes when you say, “Blessed is the one who comes in the name of the Lord.” ’  

From the New Revised Standard Version of the Bible Copyright 1989 by the Division of Christian Education of the National Council of Churches of Christ in the U.S.A. 
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Though we sometimes doubt and often resist God’s desire to protect and save us, our 
God persists. In holy baptism, God’s people have been called and gathered into a God-
initiated relationship that will endure. Lent provides the church with a time and a 
tradition in which to seek the face of the Lord again. Lent provides another occasion to 
behold the God of our salvation in the face of the Blessed One who “comes in the name 
of the Lord.”     From Sundays & Seasons, copyright © 2021 Augsburg Fortress 

“In response to God’s love, St. Matthew’s is a faith community 
welcoming all to grow in faith, to worship Christ and to reach out 
to everyone.” 

Welcome!  
We hope our worship will be a blessing to you. Our Lord’s Supper is 
being celebrated today. Everyone is welcome to receive this Holy 
Sacrament. 

COVID-19 
Following guidelines from our Synod and Public Health, we are 
making every effort to prevent the spread of COVID-19. Everyone 
must show proof of full vaccination against COVID-19 and wear a 
face covering. Please stay home if you are ill. Let’s all stay safe! 

If you missed last week’s sermon, it is available on our website. 
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As we slowly transition back to in-person worship, we 
are trying ZOOM for midweek Lenten worship. Please 
join us on Wednesdays throughout Lent at 6:30 p.m. via 
ZOOM (March 16, 23, 30; April 6). For a ZOOM 
invitation email Pastor Bart: bartsterc@gmail.com. 
Maundy Thursday worship will be at 6:30 p.m. on 
Thursday, April 14 at St. Matthew’s, and the Good 

Friday service will be at 10:00 a.m. on Friday, April 15 at First Lutheran 
in Port Colborne. 

As COVID restrictions ease, we are happy to include more participants in 
Sunday morning worship. Please let us know if you are willing to read 
scripture or the prayers of intercession. We love having a variety of 
voices participate in our worship each week! 

Our annual meeting is planned for Sunday, March 27 after the service 
in the Fellowship Hall (pizza lunch will be provided).  

Open Arms Mission features a specific request for each month, and this 
month’s focus is juice. OAM is low on juice, and it is often requested by 
many families. All types of food donations are well received!  

Ronald Hansen, brother of Bob Hansen, passed away on Wednesday, 
March 9 in Toronto. Please uphold the Hansen and Cheynowski families 
in your prayers as they mourn the loss of a loved one. 

  

C o n f e s s i o n a n d F o r g i v e n e s s                                      
leader/response 
All may make the sign of the cross, the sign that is marked at baptism, 
as the presiding minister begins. 

In the name of God, who makes a way in the wilderness, walks with us, 
and guides us in our pilgrimage. Amen.  

Silence is kept for reflection.  

Holy One,  
we confess that we have wandered far from you: we have not trusted 
your promises, we have ignored your prophets in our own day, we 
have squandered our inheritance of grace, we have failed to 
recognize you in our midst. Have mercy on us! Forgive us and turn us 
again to you. Teach us to follow in your ways, assure us again of your 
love, and help us to love our neighbor. Amen.  

Beloved in Christ, the Word draws near to you, and all who call out to 
God shall be saved. In Jesus, God comes to you again and again and 
gathers you under wings of love. In + Jesus' name, your sins are forgiven. 
God journeys with you and teaches you how to live in love. Amen. 

(From Sundays & Seasons, © 2021 Augsburg Fortress) 

Psalm 27 – Tune 347, Go to Dark Gethsemane (Gethsemane) 
The lines of the Psalm printed in bold font are sung in unison to the 
tune of a familiar hymn. The lines in plain font are read by the leader.  
God my Savior and my Light  
Keeps me safe from dreadful fright. 

Leader: When evildoers assail me, uttering slanders against me, my 
adversaries and foes, they shall stumble and fall. Though a host encamp 
against me, my heart shall not fear. Though war arise against me, yet 
will I be confident. 

God my Savior and my Light-- 
May I serve him day and night. 

One thing I have asked of the Lord, that will I seek after: that I may 
dwell in the house of the Lord all the days of my life, to behold the 
beauty of the Lord, and to inquire in his temple. 

God my Savior and my Light  
Watches with protecting might. 

He will hide me in his shelter in the day of trouble. He will conceal me 
under the cover of his tent. He will set me high upon a rock. 

God my Savior and my Light  
Keeps me safe within his sight. 

And now my head shall be lifted up above all my enemies round about 
me; and I will offer in his tent sacrifices with shouts of joy. I will sing 
and make melody to the Lord. 

God my Savior and my Light  
Answers me from heaven's height. 

Hear me, Lord, when I call to you! Be merciful and answer me! Do not 
hide your face from me. 

Let me see your face aright,  
God my Savior and my Light! 

Evangelical Lutheran Worship 
Holy Communion Setting 1 – Page 94 
Prelude and Announcements 

GATHERING 
Confession and Forgiveness  printed in ...

 bulletin 
Gathering Song  321 Eternal Lord of .....
Love, 

Behold Your Church 
Greeting  page 98 ............................
Kyrie page 98 .................................
Prayer of the Day 

WORD 
First Reading  Genesis 15:1-12, 17-18 ....
Psalm 27 printed in bulletin ................
Second Reading  Philippians 3:17-4:1 .....
Gospel Acclamation for Lent page 103 ...
 “Glory to you, O Lord.” 
Gospel  Luke 13:31-35 ......................

“Praise to you, O Christ.” 
Sermon 
Hymn of the Day  613 Thy Holy Wings ....
Apostles’ Creed  page 105 ..................
Prayers of Intercession 
Prayer Response  “receive our prayer.” 
Peace                            (non-contact 
gestures) 
MEAL 
Offering Prayer 
Great Thanksgiving page 107 ..............
Holy, Holy, Holy  page 108 ..................
Eucharistic Prayer IV  page 111 ............
The Lord’s Prayer  page 112 ................
Communion 
Communion Hymn 791 ......................
Prayer after Communion  

SENDING 
Blessing 
Sending Song  724 All Who Love and .....
Serve 

Your City 
Dismissal: Go in peace.  
Jesus meets you on the way. 
Thanks be to God.
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