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GATHERING 
 “Repentance” To repent is to come to your senses. 

It is not so much something you do as something 

that happens. True repentance spends less time 

looking at the past and saying “I’m sorry than to the 

future and saying, ‘wow’!”  

Frederick Buechner (1973, 1993) Wishful Thinking: 

A Seeker’s ABC: New York, Harper Collins, p. 96. 

 

 

Prayer of the Day  
Gracious God, out of your love and mercy you 

breathed into the dust the breath of life—creating us 

to serve you and our neighbours.  

Call forth our prayers and acts of kindness. 

Strengthen us to face our mortality with confidence 

in the mercy of your Son, Jesus Christ our Saviour 

and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the 

Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen 

WORD 
Readings and Psalm 

Joel 2:1-2, 12-17 (Sinikka Speck) 

Blow the trumpet in Zion; sound the alarm on my 

holy mountain! Let all the inhabitants of the land 

tremble, for the day of the Lord is coming, it is 

near— 2a day of darkness and gloom, a day of 

clouds and thick darkness! Like blackness spread 

upon the mountains a great and powerful army 

comes; their like has never been from of old, nor 

will be again after them in ages to come. 

12Yet even now, says the Lord, return to me with 

all your heart, with fasting, with weeping, and with 

mourning; 13rend your hearts and not your clothing. 

Return to the Lord, your God, for he is gracious and 

merciful, slow to anger, and abounding in steadfast 

love, and relents from punishing. 14Who knows 

whether he will not turn and relent, and leave a 

blessing behind him, a grain offering and a drink 

offering for the Lord, your God? 15Blow the 

trumpet in Zion; sanctify a fast; call a solemn 

assembly; 16gather the people. Sanctify the 

congregation; assemble the aged; gather the 

children, even infants at the breast. Let the 

bridegroom leave his room, and the bride her 

canopy. 17Between the vestibule and the altar let 

the priests, the ministers of the Lord, weep. Let 

them say, “Spare your people, O Lord, and do not 

make your heritage a mockery, a byword among the 

nations. Why should it be said among the peoples, 

‘Where is their God?’” 

Psalm 51:1-17 (Sinikka Speck) 
1Have mercy on me, O God, according to your 

steadfast love; according to your abundant mercy 

blot out my transgressions. 

2Wash me thoroughly from my iniquity, and 

cleanse me from my sin. 

3For I know my transgressions, and my sin is ever 

before me. 

4Against you, you alone, have I sinned, and done 

what is evil in your sight, so that you are justified in 

your sentence and blameless when you pass 

judgment. 

5Indeed, I was born guilty, a sinner when my 

mother conceived me. 

6You desire truth in the inward being; therefore 

teach me wisdom in my secret heart. 

7Purge me with hyssop, and I shall be clean; wash 

me, and I shall be whiter than snow. 

8Let me hear joy and gladness; let the bones that 

you have crushed rejoice. 

9Hide your face from my sins, and blot out all my 

iniquities. 

10Create in me a clean heart, O God, and put a new 

and right spirit within me. 

11Do not cast me away from your presence, and do 

not take your holy spirit from me. 

12Restore to me the joy of your salvation, and 

sustain in me a willing spirit. 



13Then I will teach transgressors your ways, and 

sinners will return to you. 

14Deliver me from bloodshed, O God, O God of my 

salvation, and my tongue will sing aloud of your 

deliverance. 

15O Lord, open my lips, and my mouth will declare 

your praise. 

16For you have no delight in sacrifice; if I were to 

give a burnt offering, you would not be pleased. 

17The sacrifice acceptable to God is a broken spirit; 

a broken and contrite heart, O God, you will not 

despise. 

2 Corinthians 5:2b-6:10 (Jennifer Allcorn) 
20b We entreat you on behalf of Christ, be 

reconciled to God. 21For our sake he made him to 

be sin who knew no sin, so that in him we might 

become the righteousness of God. 

6 As we work together with him, we urge you also 

not to accept the grace of God in vain. 2For he says, 

“At an acceptable time I have listened to you, and 

on a day of salvation I have helped you.” See, now 

is the acceptable time; see, now is the day of 

salvation! 3We are putting no obstacle in anyone’s 

way, so that no fault may be found with our 

ministry, 4but as servants of God we have 

commended ourselves in every way: through great 

endurance, in afflictions, hardships, calamities, 

5beatings, imprisonments, riots, labours, sleepless 

nights, hunger; 6by purity, knowledge, patience, 

kindness, holiness of spirit, genuine love, 7truthful 

speech, and the power of God; with the weapons of 

righteousness for the right hand and for the left; 8in 

honour and dishonour, in ill repute and good repute. 

We are treated as impostors, and yet are true; 9as 

unknown, and yet are well known; as dying, and 

see—we are alive; as punished, and yet not killed; 

10as sorrowful, yet always rejoicing; as poor, yet 

making many rich; as having nothing, and yet 

possessing everything. 

Gospel Acclamation 

Return to the Lord your God, who is merciful, slow 

to anger and abounding in steadfast love.  

Matthew 6:1-6-16-21 
“Beware of practicing your piety before others in 

order to be seen by them; for then you have no 

reward from your Father in heaven. 2“So whenever 

you give alms, do not sound a trumpet before you, 

as the hypocrites do in the synagogues and in the 

streets, so that they may be praised by others. Truly 

I tell you, they have received their reward. 3But 

when you give alms, do not let your left hand know 

what your right hand is doing, 4so that your alms 

may be done in secret; and your Father who sees in 

secret will reward you. 

5“And whenever you pray, do not be like the 

hypocrites; for they love to stand and pray in the 

synagogues and at the street corners, so that they 

may be seen by others. Truly I tell you, they have 

received their reward. 6But whenever you pray, go 

into your room and shut the door and pray to your 

Father who is in secret; and your Father who sees in 

secret will reward you. 

16“And whenever you fast, do not look dismal, like 

the hypocrites, for they disfigure their faces so as to 

show others that they are fasting. Truly I tell you, 

they have received their reward. 17But when you 

fast, put oil on your head and wash your face, 18so 

that your fasting may be seen not by others but by 

your Father who is in secret; and your Father who 

sees in secret will reward you. 

19“Do not store up for yourselves treasures on 

earth, where moth and rust consume and where 

thieves break in and steal; 20but store up for 

yourselves treasures in heaven, where neither moth 

nor rust consumes and where thieves do not break in 

and steal. 21For where your treasure is, there your 

heart will be also. 

Sermon 

We imagine the heart as the centre of emotion—the 

Valentine’s Day candies and even the boxes are 

shaped like a heart. It’s easy to miss what the 

prophet Joel means about tearing our hearts instead 

of our clothing—and we might think Jesus is 

speaking about affection when he says where your 

treasure is, your heart will be also. The prophets and 

Jesus imagine the heart as the centre of choosing, 

intention and of will.  

When scripture speaks of the heart, we are invited 

to think about our lives, our commitments, priorities 

and choices. One of the teachers I had aeons ago 

now used to say that we all need a heart transplant. 

True Dr. Harms had open heart surgery weeks 

before preaching that sermon, and also true he knew 

his Bible. So he remembers Ezekiel’s words about a 

stony heart replaced with one of flesh. Hearts of 

flesh unlike stone can change shape without 

crumbling. 



The season of Lent is about transformation. The 

Gospel truth here is that such change is God’s 

doing—rather than DIY. The Gospel truth here is 

that Jesus is calling us beyond our past failures and 

present brokenness. Jesus ushers in an entirely 

different world that leans into the future. In his 

sermon on the Mount Jesus frames how we practice 

our faith in public in light of God’s realm— where 

the poor are given hope. Mercy matters. Peace 

matters. Those who mourn find comfort. 

The season of Lent is about repentance too. It’s 

fitting that we contemplate things like our mortality 

and the ways we’ve missed the mark. A friend of 

mine likes to say that the last two years feel like 

permanent lent. Daily dashboards of Covid case 

numbers remind us of our frailty and mortality. 

Unrest and injustice lived out in a 24-hour news 

cycle broadcast how we often choose poorly and act 

in ways contrary to God’s desire for us all. So much 

needs to change.  

The scriptures we heard for Ash Wednesday seem 

to say, YES…many things are a mess…AND God 

is with us. AND God has much more in mind.  

I cherish Buechner’s words as they remind us that 

lent and life is about more than a little self 

improvement. We are drawn into God’s agenda of 

transformation of life—God invites us to reframe 

our gaze to a grander scheme…and a longer horizon 

into the future. We get glimpses of God’s hopes for 

the world when we hear Jesus preach about 

forgiveness, mercy, and about caring for those who 

our world system neglects or even oppresses.  

The season of Lent is indeed about the heart. Our 

hearts—as in our focus, our intention and our 

choices. And…even More, Lent is about God’s 

heart. God’s heart also chooses—like choosing life 

over death. God’s heart harbours the intention—to 

mend of all of creation. And…God’s heart beats 

with a will for wholeness and healing for us all.  

Hymn  
ELW 808 - Lord Jesus, You Shall Be My Song 

Confession 

Presider: Most Holy and merciful God: 

ALL: we confess that to you and to one another, 

and before the whole company of heaven, that we 

have sinned by our fault, by our own fault, by our 

own most grievous fault, in thought, word and deed, 

by what we have done and by what we have left 

undone. 

We have not loved you with our whole heart, and 

mind, and strength. We have not loved our 

neighbours as ourselves. We have not forgiven 

others as we have been forgiven. 

Have mercy on us, O God.  

We have shut our ears to your call to serve as Christ 

served us. We have not been true to the mind of 

Christ. We have grieved the Holy Spirit. 

Have mercy on us, O God. 

Our past unfaithfulness, the pride, envy, hypocrisy, 

and apathy that have infected our lives, we confess 

to you. 

Have mercy on us, O God. 

Our self-indulgent appetites and ways, and our 

exploitation of other people we confess to you. 

Have mercy on us, O God. 

Our negligence in prayer and worship, and our 

failure to share the faith that is in us, we confess to 

you, 

Have mercy on us, O God. 

Our neglect of human need and suffering, and our 

indifference to injustice and cruelty, we confess to 

you, 

Have mercy on us, O God. 

Our false judgements, our uncharitable thoughts 

toward our neighbours, and our prejudice and 

contempt toward those who differ from us, we 

confess to you, 

Have mercy on us, O God. 

Our waste and pollution of your creation, and our 

lack of concern for the generations that will follow 

us, we confess to you 

Have mercy on us, O God. 

Restore us O God, and let your anger depart from 

us. 

Hear us O God, for your mercy is great.  

Imposition of Ashes 
If you have ashes, you may dip a finger tip into them 

and make the sign of the cross on your forehead and 

do the same for others who might be gathered with 

you. You might substitute an anointing oil for the 

ashes if you wish— 

Remember you are dust and to dust you shall 

return. Repent and believe the Gospel. 



You might wish to have a moment of silent 

reflection. 

Accomplish in us, O God, the work of your 

salvation, 

that we may show forth your glory in the world 

By the cross and passion of your Son our Saviour, 

bring us with all your saints to the joy of his 

resurrection.  

Presider: Almighty God have mercy on us, forgive 

us all our sins through our Lord Jesus Christ, 

strengthen us in all goodness, and by the power of 

the Holy Spirit keep us in eternal life. Amen. 

Prayers of intercession (Dianne Yungblut) 
Yearning for God’s graciousness, mercy and love, 

we pray for creation, the church and for all in 

need…. 

Holy and righteous God, teach us to be honest about 

ways we miss the mark and live as if disconnected 

from creation, from you and from each other. Turn 

our hearts back to you to receive the fullness of our 

forgiveness. Hear us, O God. 

Your mercy is great.  

Open wide your hand to satisfy the needs of every 

living thing. Send your Spirit to places of suffering 

from drought or floods. Fill every habitat with life. 

Hear us, O God. 

Your mercy is great. 

Raise up reconcilers who point us to the sources of 

injustice and teach us how to build relationships. 

Establish our lasting peace among nations. We pray 

especially for the escalating aggression in Ukraine. 

Hear us, O God. 

Your mercy is great. 

Soothe the souls of people who feel like they are 

beyond your mercy. As we feel isolation, as 

families have had lives disrupted by the pandemic 

and even as we mourn our dead, we pray you will 

restore joy into our lives. We pray for those dealing 

with illness and injury—we pray especially for 

Pastor Jukka. Hear us, O God. 

Your mercy is great. 

Fill our hearts and bodies with your Spirit of justice. 

Lead us into the challenging work of feeding and 

freeing all people. Fulfill your purpose in us. Hear 

us, O God. 

Your mercy is great 

Reveal the treasures in heaven through the witness 

of all of your saints. Give us the will to journey 

faithfully to bear Christ’s salvation to all who yearn 

for it. Hear us, O God. 

Your mercy is great 

Show us your loving ways as you receive our 

prayers, and conform our ways to your ways; 

through the saving work of Jesus Christ our Lord. 

Amen.  

Concluding Prayer (Mike Bernatz) 
Merciful God, accompany our journey through 

these forty days. Renew us in the gift of baptism, 

that we may provide for those who are poor, pray 

for those in need, fast from self-indulgence, and 

above all that we may find our treasure in the life of 

your Son, Jesus Christ our Saviour and Lord, who 

lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one 

God, now and forever. Amen  

The Lord’s Prayer (Dante and Claudia Brema) 
Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, 

your kingdom come, your will be done, on earth as 

in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread.  

Forgive us our sins, as we forgive those who sin 

against us. Save us from the time of trial and deliver 

us from evil. For the kingdom, the power, and the 

glory are yours, now and forever. Amen. 

 
SENDING 
Blessing 
Almighty God, Father + Son and Holy Spirit bless 

you now and forever. Amen 

Dismissal (Beth Armitage) 
Go forth into the world to serve God with gladness; 

be of good courage;  

hold fast to what is good; 

render to no one evil for evil;  

strengthen the faint hearted;  

support the weak;  

help the afflicted;  

honour all people;  

love and serve God, rejoicing in the power of the 

Holy Spirit.  

Thanks be to God.  
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