
December 5, 2021                                   (C)   
Second Sunday of Advent 

FIRST READING. Malachi 3:1-4  
See, I am sending my messenger to prepare the way before me, and the Lord whom you seek will suddenly 
come to his temple. The messenger of the covenant in whom you delight—indeed, he is coming, says the 
Lord of hosts. But who can endure the day of his coming, and who can stand when he appears? 
For he is like a refiner’s fire and like fullers’ soap; he will sit as a refiner and purifier of silver, and he will 
purify the descendants of Levi and refine them like gold and silver, until they present offerings to the Lord in 
righteousness. Then the offering of Judah and Jerusalem will be pleasing to the Lord as in the days of old 
and as in former years. 

SECOND READING. Philippians 1:3-11 
I thank my God every time I remember you, constantly praying with joy in every one of my prayers for all of 
you, because of your sharing in the gospel from the first day until now. I am confident of this, that the one 
who began a good work among you will bring it to completion by the day of Jesus Christ. It is right for me to 
think this way about all of you, because you hold me in your heart, for all of you share in God’s grace with 
me, both in my imprisonment and in the defence and confirmation of the gospel. For God is my witness, 
how I long for all of you with the compassion of Christ Jesus. And this is my prayer, that your love may 
overflow more and more with knowledge and full insight to help you to determine what is best, so that on the 
day of Christ you may be pure and blameless, having produced the harvest of righteousness that comes 
through Jesus Christ for the glory and praise of God. 

GOSPEL. Luke 3:1-6 
In the fifteenth year of the reign of Emperor Tiberius, when Pontius Pilate was governor of Judea, and 
Herod was ruler of Galilee, and his brother Philip ruler of the region of Ituraea and Trachonitis, and Lysanias 
ruler of Abilene, during the high-priesthood of Annas and Caiaphas, the word of God came to John son of 
Zechariah in the wilderness. He went into all the region around the Jordan, proclaiming a baptism of 
repentance for the forgiveness of sins, as it is written in the book of the words of the prophet Isaiah, 
‘The voice of one crying out in the wilderness: 
“Prepare the way of the Lord, 
   make his paths straight.  
Every valley shall be filled, 
   and every mountain and hill shall be made low, 
and the crooked shall be made straight, 
   and the rough ways made smooth;  
and all flesh shall see the salvation of God.” ’ 

From the New Revised Standard Version of the Bible Copyright 1989 by the Division of Christian Education of the National Council of Churches 
of Christ in the U.S.A. 
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Forerunners and messengers advance the advent of our God. While John the Baptizer’s 
voice may be the principal focus of the day, Malachi’s prophecy could as easily herald 
the coming Lord Jesus as forerunner of the Lord of hosts. Finally all the baptized are 
called to participate in the sharing of the gospel. In so doing we prepare the way for the 
coming of the Lord and assist all flesh in capturing a vision of the “salvation of God.” 
From Sundays & Seasons, copyright © 2021 Augsburg Fortress 

“In response to God’s love, St. Matthew’s is a faith community 
welcoming all to grow in faith, to worship Christ and to reach out 
to everyone.” 

Welcome!  
We hope our worship will be a blessing to you. Our Lord’s Supper 
is being celebrated today. Everyone is welcome to receive this 
Holy Sacrament. 

COVID-19 
Following guidelines from our Synod and Public Health, we are 
making every effort to prevent the spread of COVID-19. Everyone 
must show proof of full vaccination against COVID-19 and wear a 
face covering. Please stay home if you are ill. Let’s all stay safe! 

Greenery 
As we enter Advent, the Season of Hope, you will notice that 
greenery is placed on the altar to the Glory of God, in preparation 
for the coming Christmas fulfillment. 

If you missed last week’s sermon, it is available on our website. 
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Luke 1:68-79 – Tune 840 Now Thank We All Our God (sung in 
unison) 
Blest be the Lord our God, 
Who grants his favored nation 
The blessing long foretold, 
Redemption and salvation! 
From all who mean us ill 
He comes to set us free 
That we may serve him still 
In peace and purity. 

You, messenger of God, 
Prepare the way before him-- 
Forgiveness of all sins 
To those who thus implore him. 
God's strong and saving Light 
Will dawn and still increase, 
Drive back the shades of night 
And guide our feet in peace. 

Gospel Acclamation                                                  
Luke 3:4, 6 
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Prepare the way                                                                    of  the  Lord. 

       

  All flesh shall see the salva                      -                  tion   of  God. (Repeat alleluia) 

Holy Trinity in Welland has begun a Breakfast Program to serve our 
neighbours in need. Today we welcome Jim Butts, co-ordinator of the 
program, to describe the program and talk about how it is going so far. 
He will be inviting interested people to volunteer or consider other ways 
of supporting the program. We are pleased Jim will be with us and look 
forward to hearing about this new and exciting ministry in our 
neighbourhood. 

In 2022 St. Matthew’s will also support 
Open Arms Mission in their monthly food 
drive. Each month OAM will recommend 
a specific type of donation to boost 
their supplies. Let’s get a head start 
this month by collecting any donations. 
Evangelical Lutheran Worship  
Holy Communion Setting 2 – Page 116 
GATHERING 
Confession and Forgiveness insert ........
Gathering Song  264 Prepare the Royal 

Highway 
Greeting  Page 120 ..........................
Kyrie  Page 120 ..............................
Lighting of the Advent Candle insert .....
Prayer of the Day 

WORD 
First Reading  Malachi 3:1-4 ................
Luke 1:68-79 printed in bulletin ...........
Second Reading  Philippians 1:3-11 .......
Gospel Acclamation  printed in bulletin ..
 “Glory to you, O Lord.” 
Gospel  Luke 3:1-6 ...........................

“Praise to you, O Christ.” 
Sermon   
Hymn of the Day  249 On Jordan’s .....

Bank the Baptist’s Cry 
Nicene Creed  Page 126 .....................
Prayers of Intercession  
Prayer Response  “Your mercy is great.” 
Peace                 (non-contact gestures) 
MEAL 
Offering Prayer 
Great Thanksgiving Page 129 ...............
Eucharistic Prayer  Page 132 ...............
The Lord’s Prayer  Page 134 ................
Communion 
“Lamb of God”  Page 135 .................
Communion Hymns  256 ...................
Prayer after Communion  

SENDING 
Blessing 
Sending Song  254 Come, Thou Long-..

Expected Jesus 

Dismissal: Go in peace. Christ is near. 
  Thanks be to God.
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