
Pastor’s Easter 2020 Message

Christ has risen! He has risen indeed!

Grace and peace from our Lord and Saviour, Jesus 
Christ, be with everyone today as we celebrate 
Easter. 

The gospel reading for Easter Sunday describes the 
events of the women at the tomb early on Easter 
morning, planning to anoint Jesus’ body for burial. 
The reading tells us that the women were worried 
because they didn’t know who could roll away the 
stone blocking the entrance to the tomb. And when 
they discovered that the tomb was empty, they were 
afraid. The comforting words of an angel told the 
women, “Do not be afraid.”

Today people are worried about how long this 
pandemic will last and who could roll away this 
burden affecting our world. Because of distressing 
world events caused by the COVID-19 virus, many 
people are afraid. However, the good news from 
long ago is for us too. The gospel reading for Easter 
Sunday is telling us, even today, not to be afraid! 



The love of God, and God’s Holy Spirit, is at work 
within our world giving us the courage, strength and 
faith to overcome this horrible virus which is taking a 
devastating toll upon our human population. God’s 
love is shining through the brave men and women 
working the front lines of our health care system who 
fight the virus each day. God’s love is at work 
shining through the health and government officials 
who are advising, educating and warning people like 
you and I to stay home, wash our hands often, 
practice social distancing and to only go out when 
necessary. All of these actions will help keep not 
only ourselves safe, but also those working to keep 
our world functioning at an essential level: 
producers, distributors and providers of food, 
medicine and emergency supplies; paramedics, 
police officers and fire fighters; construction workers, 
community service providers and resource and 
energy suppliers. 

As pastor of First Lutheran and St. Matthew’s, I have 
asked both church organists to play a few hymns on 
Sunday mornings at 10:00 a.m., and the church bell 
at First Lutheran will peal over the city of Port 
Colborne. These small actions are to remind us that 
through the good and the bad we, as Christians, are 
never to stop praying, caring for one another, or 



singing our praises, joys and sorrows before the 
Almighty. I am ever thankful and proud of our 
members who continue to support our community of 
faith financially and who continue to keep in touch 
with fellow members and neighbours. These 
expressions of love follow the two commandments of 
Christ, that we are to love God and love our 
neighbour.

Martin Luther wrote a beautiful hymn, well over five 
centuries ago, that is still sung today. “A Mighty 
Fortress Is Our God” reminds us still that nothing 
can stop the love of God and the good news of 
Jesus Christ. We faithfully sing:

God’s Word forever shall abide, no thanks to foes, 
who fear it;

for God fights by our side with weapons of the Spirit.

Were they to take our house, goods, honour, child, 
or spouse.

Though life be wrenched away, they cannot win the 
day.

The kingdom’s our forever!     (ELW, hymn 504, 



verse 4)

Our faith in God will see us come together once 
again as a community of faith. Even though all of us 
are in isolation, the day will come when we will 
gather together to be nourished through word and 
sacrament. We are not justified by what we do, but 
our response to what God has done, what God is 
doing and what God will do. We are surrounded by a 
great cloud of witnesses who have gone before us, 
who are cheering us on, knowing that one day we 
too will cheer on the generations who come after us. 
May we be faithful in whatever way God is calling us, 
as we continue to be servants of Jesus Christ.

A blessed Easter to everyone, and stay safe at 
home until we can truly be with one another in 
church! See you in church, soon.

Pastor Jukka


