
Our Message from the Pastor

The season of Advent marks the beginning of a 
new church year. The church year is a reminder to 
us Christians that we are in the world, but not of 
the world. The world outside the church is already 
in the Christmas holiday mood. Come December 
25th, many people will be tired of celebrating the 
Christmas season. But for us Christians, the eve 
of December 24th will mark the beginning of 
Christmas. 

Advent is a season which guides us through the 
commercialization of Christmas. Advent teaches 
us and reminds us of whose birth we are getting 
ready to celebrate. The first two Sundays of 
Advent center around the second coming of 
Christ. John the Baptist is a prominent figure in 
our observance of Advent. His cry to the people is 
the church’s cry on each Sunday during Advent. 
Look past the pressure to buy the perfect gifts for 
loved ones and worship the true gift God has 
given.

The holiday season, which has unfortunately 



started after Halloween, does produce a feeling of 
generosity within much of our society. The cold 
wintry days after Christmas shuts down this sense 
of giving and being nice to one another. People 
hibernate within their homes or go south to a 
warmer climate. For us Christians the gathering 
on Sundays during Christmas and learning what 
the season of Epiphany is all about continues to 
help us Christians obey what Christ has 
commanded that we love one another. The love 
and generosity that people display during the 
holiday season is celebrated throughout the year 
and not just for one day. 

As we will hear on Christmas Eve, the words 
spoken from the Holy Scriptures from the book of 
Titus, may those words guide us through the 
coming new year which the secular world will 
celebrate.

The grace of God has appeared,
bringing salvation to all,
training us to renounce impiety and worldly 
passions
and in the present age 
to live lives that are self-controlled, upright, and 



godly. Titus 2:11-12 

May we Christians embrace and uphold the 
coming new seasons of the church year. Allow the 
words of Holy Scriptures, the love of God and 
whom God sent, Jesus Christ, to direct our lives 
through the days that are given to us.

May the days of Advent preparations lead us to 
celebrate God’s gift given to us at Christmas. 

See you in church!

Pastor Jukka


